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Mission and Vision

Ferndale School District, in partner-
ship with families and the larger
community, will educate each student
to develop the knowledge, skills and
character necessary to lead a self-
reliant, socially responsible life.

A message from our school

Middle school represents a
unique time in the lives of
adolescents. Students and staff
are all part of our learning
community. Our Mission is…

Vista is a safe learning
community where all members
meet challenging academic
standards while becoming
contributing  citizens.

We are proud of our tradition of high student achievement at Vista. In order
to do well, district and school staff must have a passion for excellence and an aligned
and appropriate curriculum. We believe students need involved parents and a safe
school climate. At Vista all of these things are in place and the results are fantastic!
The students this year are prepared, appropriate and ready to learn.

In comparison to all of the county middle schools, our students scored very
well in all areas of the Washington Assessment of Student Learning (WASL) exam.
Our high state test scores reflect the hard work and focus of our staff parents and
students. We are very excited about our continued high achievement yet we know we
still have a ways to go.

Overall, our students have done very well, yet for some parents there may be
concern about their child who nearly attained state proficiency in test scores, but
didn’t quite. Many students may have missed being proficient by just a few points
but they have progressed two, three and even four grade levels in reading, writing
and math skills. It may be disappointing, but we are very pleased by these gains. We
are confident they will achieve at test proficiency by grade 10.  They are well on their
way now! If your child was close to achieving mastery give a hearty pat on the back
to your deserving scholar!

At Vista the staff is positive, highly qualified and puts students first. We also
host strong support programs for individual student educational needs if they are at
risk of falling behind. Vista has made great leaps in math, literacy and science over
the last five years. We do all of our work and decision-making as a team and our
instructional practices reflect research of what high performing schools across the
nation do to attain and maintain high achievement. It is clear that using the school
improvement planning process (SIP) to focus on data and research has helped
energize us in order to engage all of our learners.

We are supported by an enthusiastic parent group, which also encourages
students to work hard and have fun at Vista. We have large participation in our
school activities and sports programs, and our music program is one of the best in
the state. Parents help with tutoring, reading, after-school activities and school day
events.  All of us are benefiting from this active participation.

Citizenship is an important focus of our building. We appreciate your help
in sharing with your child what it means to be a citizen. We have a strong program
encouraging positive student behaviors and working with others. Our students
signed an anti-bullying agreement at the beginning of the year. This has meant that
they help one another behave appropriately and remind each other how to best treat
one another. We frequently celebrate student success and reward students doing a
great job!

Community Support

Ferndale community members
and businesses strongly support
Ferndale School District staff
and students by providing
volunteer time and monetary
contributions to support a
variety of Ferndale’s educational
programs.

Thank you to our community
members for your support!
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Each year Horizon Middle  School partici-
pates in state-mandated achievement
testing. Results from the Washington
Assessment of Student Learning (WASL)
administered to seventh grade students in
the areas of math, reading and writing, and
administered to eighth grade students in
the areaa of math, science and reading are
made available individually to each parent.

WASL is a standards-based test. Scores are
percentage of students who meet the
standard in each area.

    Seventh Grade WASL
Math Reading Writing Listening

2003 38.1 52.3 67.0 86.9
2004 54.9 75.8 74.9 N/A
2005 62.8 76.2 66.5 N/A
2006 66.5 71.4 74.0 N/A

Achievement DataAccomplishments

We have a long tradition of Viking Pride. We are utilizing state and district
testing as an indicator of areas in which we need to improve instruction and
focus curriculum development. We seek new, inventive ways to deliver curricu-
lum and we are committed to improving student learning. This year we are
implementing the following items for our staff and students:

Curriculum: School play • Drama trip • History Day • Living Voices performance
• Washington, D.C., trip • Jazz Band • Visiting authors, storytellers, artists
• student yearbook • Cultural Fair • Aiming High Program • Seventh Grade
Integrated Studies Block • Seventh and Eighth Grade Accelerated Math
• Seventh and Eighth Grade Accelerated Science • Spanish Class • High School
Credit Classes in Algebra and Spanish • Small Schools Concept • Integration of
Curriculum Delivery • Strong Program for the Arts (Music, Fine Arts) • Core
Skills Program: Accelerating students reading comprehension two or more grade
levels in a single school year • Extended School Day Opportunities
• Implemented School-wide Diagnostic Assessment in Literacy, Math and
Science • Promoted 98% of Vista’s Student Body based upon academic
achievement and/or a summer school skill building • Established After School
Study Lab for students needing or wanting academic assistance • Science Fair
• Summer School

Student Performance:  Math Olympiad • Performances by our award winning
orchestra, band and choir programs • Active Associated Student Body • Student
Leadership Class • Participated in Science Olympiad • Aiming High Medieval
Faire • Science Field Trip on the Snowgoose • Cultural Experiences at Seattle
Center, Live Performances in Seattle and locally • Rockin’ Lockin’ for Good
Citizens • Sports and Athletic Competitions • Student Work Study Programs in
the cafeteria • Science Fair • Science Trip to Seattle • City, local, county, regional,
state and national competitive performances • Math Curriculum Night

Resources and Support Services:  Care Team and TATU • Natural Helpers
• School Nurse and Psychologist Services • Healthy Kids Now! Outreach
• English Language Learners Program Expansion • Extensive Staff Training in
Youth Development and Issues • After School Study • Reading Immersion
Program • Math Assistance Program• Counseling in a Variety of Forms • Teacher
Training and Professional Development Focusing on the Nine Characteristics Of
Highly Effective Schools • Implementation of a School Math Improvement Plan
and Literacy Improvement Plan • Group meetings for Kids in Healthy
Relationships and Anger Management • Implementation of a school
improvement plan • Active student council • Active PTSO • After School
Tutoring • Reading Improvement Team • Math Improvement Team• Focused
professional development • Biweekly newsletters to parents • Reading pull-out
class • Leadership training for instructional leaders • Outreach to community
members who may have difficulty getting their child to school

     Eighth Grade WASL
Science Math Reading

2004 42.8 N/A N/A
2005 44.4 N/A N/A
2006 55.6 65.0 79.8
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Building expenditures were spent

in the following ways

No Child Left Behind

The State of Washington Office of the
Superintendent of Public Instruction
provides on-line access to data required by
the No Child Left Behind Act. District and
school report cards can be accessed at http:/
/reportcard.ospi.k12.wa.us. Once at the
web site, select the school district and then
the school. Printed copies of all reports may
also be obtained at any Ferndale school
office or administration office or by calling
the district’s public information office at
360/383-9207 or e-mailing tbengen@
ferndale. wednet.edu.

Vista Middle School

…Making A Difference
Post Office Box 698
Ferndale, WA 98248

U.S. POSTAGE
Non-Profit Org.
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Permit No. 5

Facility Update

Financial Information

In 2004-05, Ferndale School District expenses for Basic Education
activities were $5,486.13 per student. The expenses for all activities
including Transportation, Special Education, Gifted Education,
etc., were $7,672.68 per student.

In 2004-05, Vista Middle School’s building budget expenditures
totaled $79,301.08.

Note: 2004-05 is the most current year that financial information
is available.

Vista Middle School is located at 6051 Vista Drive, Ferndale. The
original 79,590 square foot building was constructed in 1970.
Additionally, 3,147 square feet were added in 1979, as well as
5,793 square feet in 1993 and 12,581 square feet in 1994, for a
total of 101,111 square feet. No improvements wre made this year
to the facility or grounds.

Field Trips (2%)

Equipment (8%)

Contractual Services (22%)

Supplies (53%)

Travel (2%)

Salaries/Benefits (13%)


