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Wel com e To 

K i n d er gar t en    



Dear Parent / Guardian, 

Welcome to kindergar ten!  

This booklet is being provided to help you better 
understand the school districtÕs curriculum standards 
for this grade level.  In this way you wi l l be able to 
recognize your chi ldÕs achievements and support the 
ef forts of your school. 

This booklet includes:  

¥ WORK I NG WI TH THE SCHOOL  

suggestions for preparing your student for school  
success 

¥ THE K I NDERGARTEN EXPERI ENCE 

a l i st of the content covered in this grade, for  each of 
the subject areas 

¥ HOM EWORK  HEL PS 

a descr iption of the Ferndale School Distr i ctÕs 
homework pol icy 

¥ SPEAK I NG UP, SPEAK I NG OUT 

a parent feedback request form 

The Ferndale School  Distr i ct provides qual i ty 
learning opportuni ties to help students ful ly develop 
thei r  abi l i ties.  We invi te your par tnership in 
accompl ishing this goal .  Your support and 
involvement are important in helping your chi ld be 
successful  in school. 

Student: ______________________ School: _________________ 

 

Teacher: _____________________ Date: ____________ 

 

Dear Parents, 

Our goal is to provide the best possible educational programs for your 
child.  Please take a moment to share with us your thoughts regarding 
your childÕs learning strengths/styles and areas in which you feel he/she 
may need additional support.  Thank you. 



In Washington, four clear goals guide K -12 education.  All students 
should be able to: 

1. Read with comprehension, write with skill and communicate effectively 
and responsibly. 

2. Know and apply the core concepts and principles of mathematics; 
social, physical and life sciences; the arts; and health and fitness.  

3. Think analytically, logically and creatively and to integrate experience 
and knowledge to form reasoned judgments and solve problems. 

4. Understand the importance of work and how performance, effort and 
decisions affect career and educational opportunities. 

WORKI NG WI TH  THE  

SCHOOL 

When the family and the school work together, 
students learn more.  There are many ways parents 
can support their childÕs learning. 

Parents help students succeed by:   

1. Ensuring  regular school attendance. 

2. Showing an interest in your childÕs education. 

Develop a partnership with your childÕs teachers 

Talk with your child about school every  day 

Know and discuss school and classroom rules 

3.  Encouraging good study habits. 

Establish a regular time and quiet place to do 
homework 

Expect your child to spend some time on 
school work every day 

Help your child establish a place for completed 
homework, library books and other materials 
that will be needed at school the next day 

4. Providing your child with a wide range of 
learning exper iences. 

 

 



Give your child responsibilities at home. 

Maintain high standards for chores around the house. 

Give praise for a job well done, and discuss jobs done 
incompletely. 

Expect all homework and school assignments to be 
done completely, neatly and on time. 

Help children be punctual for school and other appointments. 

The purpose of kindergarten is to provide a safe, supportive environment 
that nurtures learning; promotes positive self-esteem; and helps children ac-
quire and maintain the knowledge, skills and attitudes necessary for personal suc-
cess.  Our primary goal is to enable children to become independent, confi-
dent learners who discover the excitement and challenge of learning in 
their school experience and throughout their lives. 

In kindergarten, children will be learning and applying the basic academic 
skills that allow them to build the foundation needed to be successful learners, 
acquirers and sharers of knowledge.  The kindergarten experience also 
helps children to develop an understanding of their role in belonging to the 
larger learning community called school. 

Encourage music in the home. 

Have family sing-a-longs on car trips. 

Give your student frequent opportunities to express 
their artistic ability. 

Help schedule uninterrupted music practice times. 

The purpose of homework is to enhance student achievement; help students 
become self-directed, independent learners; and to develop good work habits.

Homework may be assigned to be completed outside of the students day for: 

Practice of specific skills 

Preparation for the next days lesson 

Extension or creativity 

Kindergarten students will have occasional homework. First though fifth 
grade students will have assigned homework Monday through Thursday. 

Ask your student about homework.  Show them that education is a priority.   

Make studying a habit and be consistent. Set aside a time for homework 
each day. 

Eliminate distractions and avoid interruptions: no phone or TV. 

Help with assignments by checking for completeness, neatness and accuracy. 

 Praise the finished product and your childÕs effort to get there. 



! " Read pictures/icons to find/select computer programs 

! " Develop computer familiarity  

! " Use mouse  

Discuss new technologies and how they change our lives. 

Choose computer software that is educational and interac-
tive allows your child to stop/start, set the pace and experi-
ment with learning. 

Preview software and get recommendations for programs 
that are age appropriate and reflect your familyÕs values. 

Encourage your child to brainstorm solutions to technical 
and human problems.  

 

 

Visit your local library often.  Help your child to see the library as a re-
source for all kinds of information. 

Explore all areas of the library:  reference, fiction, nonfiction, video/
audio, computer lab. 

Do research together as a family.  Find amazing facts about an animal, 
or research a family vacation destination. 

Get your child their own library card!

Citizenship Skills    

! " Respect rights and property of 
others  

! " Demonstrate a positive attitude 
and self confidence  

! " Play/work cooperatively  

! " Follow rules    

! " Responsible for behavior   

! " Demonstrate self control  

Work Habits 

! " Complete assignments

! " Ask for help when needed 

! " Stay on task  

! " Work independently  

! " Strive for quality work  

! " Follow directions   

! " Identify capital and lower case letters and their corresponding sounds 

! " Use knowledge of phonics to read 3 and 4 letter words 

! " Use prior knowledge, letters and their sounds, pictures, and story context 
to comprehend what they read 

! " Build vocabulary through wide reading 

! " Know common sight words for kindergarten 

! " Understand meaning of what is read 

! " Retell familiar stories with a beginning, middle and end 

! " Make connections from text to their own life (text to self)  

 



 

! " Write first and last name, using a capital followed by lower case 

! " Write and name all upper and lower case letters 

! " Use pictures, words and sentences to record ideas and information 

! " Share meaning of story through dictation or sharing aloud 

! " Show knowledge of letters, sounds and simple patterns in words 

! " Begin to use a capital to start a sentence and a period at the end 

 

Spend 20 minutes a day reading aloud to 
younger children. 

Have older children read to you or take turns reading. 

Stop during reading and have your child predict what 
will happen next. 

Think aloud as you read together.  Share ideas or 
opinions about characters and events. 

Discuss the content of what you have (or they) have read. 

Tell stories, and have children retell them to develop recall. 

Model good reading habits. Let kids see you read 
every day. 

Keep a variety of quality reading material around the 
house, or checkout books from the library on a regular 
basis. 

! " Safety rules 

! " Avoiding accidents 

! " Food needs of living things 

! " Types of food 

! " Healthy food choices 

 

! " Space Awareness 

! " Traveling 

! " Dance/Rhythms 

! " Chasing, Fleeing, Dodging 

! " Jumping and Landing 

! " Rolling 

! " Balancing 

! " Throwing and Catching 

! " Volleying and Dribbling 

! " Ball Handling and Bowling 

Follow directions and game ac-
tivity  rules. 

Give support to classmates. 

Demonstrate a positive attitude. 

Identify rhyming sounds 

Use simple social skills 

Listen to a speaker 

Follow directions and  routines 

Retell stories 

Contribute to discussions 

 



Provide regular, necessary care from a physician and dentist. 

Encourage the habit of vigorous physical activity each 
day.  Join in yourself! 

Teach safety fundamentals! If your child rides a bike, 
insist they wear a helmet. 

Serve well-balanced, nutritious meals. Start every day 
with a healthy breakfast. 

Size, Shape, Color &  Weight 

! " Sort objects (i.e. rocks, buttons) by size, shape, color, weight or texture 

! " Describe differences between objects 

! " Describe objects using comparative size words (big, small, short, 
long) 

! " Identify shapes and describe properties 

! " Identify colors and demonstrate that new colors form when colors mix 

! " Compare two objects and determine which is heavier 

Beginnings 

! " Identify sources of energy (sun, electricity, gas, food) 

! " Identify characteristics of living things 

! " Sort items into living or nonliving groups 

! " Sort organisms into plant or animal groups 

Human Biology 

! " Label external parts of the human body and match to their functions 

! " Know that body parts work together (i.e., knee with leg) 

Provide your child with writing materials-a variety of 
paper, pencils and markers 

Practice writing family member names in upper and 
lower case letters. 

Listen attentively to your childÕs ÒstoriesÓ from pictures, 
letters or words. 

Encourage your child to label drawings, using letters 
or words. 

Help your child to write thank you notes, even  if it is just a 
drawing. 

Civics 

! "  Discuss classroom and school rules and the reasons for rules 

Geography 

! "  Draw a simple map of classroom, house and school 

! "  Point to major areas of land and water on a map or globe 

Economics 

! "   List needs of individuals and needs of families 

! "  Compare food here to food in other parts of the world 

History 

! "  Draw a picture of your interests when you were 3, 4, and now 5 

! "  Compare how food what preserved/prepared long ago with today 



Ideas 

Is my message clear? 

Is it interesting? 

Organization 

Does my writing have a good beginning? 

Does my writing have a good ending? 

Voice 

Did I say what I think and feel? 

Does it sound like me? 

Word Choice 

Did I use words I really like? 

Did I use interesting words? 

Sentence Fluency 

Is it easy to read aloud? 

Do my sentences begin in different ways? 

Conventions 

Did I spell simple words correctly? 

Did I start each sentence with a capital and end with punctuation? 

As you drive, have your child direct you to familiar locations. 

Create a map of the neighborhood for a treasure hunt! 

Make sure your child knows their home address. 

Read about different places around the country/world. 

Involve your child in measuring at home. 

Kids love to count.  Make up counting games.  Count the 
steps to the bus stop. Count the number of dogs you see on 
the way to the park. 

Write numerals and have your child trace over them. 

Play card games or board games that use math skills. 

Play ÒGuess My NumberÓ by thinking of a number.  As 
your child tries to guess the  number, use clue words more or 
less. 

Number Sense 

! " Count objects of at least 20 items 

! " Compare objects and numbers up to 20 (less than, more than, equal to) 

! " Use addition in the classroom setting (e.g. boys plus girls) 

! " Tell stories using addition, with objects, pictures, symbols 

Measurement 

! " Use nonstandard units to measure (e.g. paperclips, cubes, finger length) 

Geometry 

! " Identify and sort shapes  

Statistics 

! " Make graphs 

! " Answer questions about graphs 

Patterns 

! " Identify and extend patterns 

! " Create an AB pattern 


